
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES7020 June 5, 2007 
all, he was a very good friend. Diana 
and I will always feel appreciation for 
the fact that CRAIG and Susan made us 
part of their family. Our prayers are 
with Susan and their family during 
these difficult times. 

I will miss him. But because he was 
such a special presence in my life and 
the lives of so many others, I have a 
long list of instant replay memories I 
will always cherish of him: the times 
we were out on the campaign trail, the 
legislation we worked on together and, 
more importantly, the impact he had 
on my life personally, as he had on so 
many others. 

Wyoming is a different place today 
because of this great loss of ours. There 
is great sadness in the State and also 
great joy as we celebrate the life of one 
of our special citizens. He was with us 
for all too short a time, but he will 
never be forgotten. 

I received a book called ‘‘give me 
Mountains for my Horses,’’ by Tom 
Reed. But what I always ask for is that 
they give us men to match our moun-
tains and our horses—and that would 
be CRAIG. 

I want to share just a little piece of 
this because I know that CRAIG is al-
ready riding in a far better place. It 
says: 

There is a taste to this place, this time. 
Nothing is behind you. Everything is ahead. 
But you don’t really think about what is 
ahead, you only think of now, for this part-
nership you have entered into is one of the 
moment, of now. Now has you in a saddle on 
a bay horse, heading up a trail of pines and 
spruce and mountain, of stream and meadow. 

Behind you, connected by only your hand 
and a lead rope but carrying everything im-
portant to you, is another bay horse, an al-
most identical match to the one you are 
riding. You call them nicknames as if they 
were human compadres, drinking buddies. 
You cluck and coo and talk to them as if 
they give a damn about what you have to 
say. You think they do and maybe, just 
maybe [they do]. 

Right now they are stepping out, heads 
nodding, down the trail and through the 
stream and all you have to do is ride. So you 
ride. 

That evening as dusk brings the mosqui-
toes out of the willows—the same dusk that 
put the horse flies to bed—you choose a 
camp. It is a good place, save for the bugs, 
with room for the horses in the broad, deep 
green meadow and camp back against the 
lodgepoles and your kitchen down a ways. So 
you ease off the bay’s back and stretch your 
muscles with that stiff-good, worked-hard 
feeling, and you begin to unload the pack-
horse, talking to him, thanking him. In a 
while he has on his hobbles and is out there 
with his buddy, snorting contentedly in the 
tall grass and swishing a long, coal-black 
tail at the mosquitoes. 

It goes like this for days, the ride, the 
squeak of the saddle leather, the smell of 
dust, the taste of it on your tongue. The 
smell of horse sweat and your own and the 
soft muzzles nuzzling you after a long day. 
Good camp after good camp. Muscles turning 
hard. Eyes becoming sharp for wildlife. And 
riding, always riding. 

One evening a big sow grizzly and her cub 
cross a broad meadow far out there. A tough 
gal, rambling, giving you and your horses a 
wide berth. But still the binoculars sweat in 
your hands and your mouth is dry. 

‘‘Boy, what a beautiful animal.’’ 
The next morning a moose walks the same 

path. You have not seen another human in 
days but there’s a jet contrail reminding you 
that yes, this is the modern world. You ride. 

CRAIG loved the modern world. He 
worked hard in this body. He would 
have liked to have been out there in 
those mountains on those horses enjoy-
ing the smell and the sounds. Now he is 
riding. Ride on my friend, ride on. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there 
will be a period for the transaction of 
morning business up until the time of 
12:30 p.m., with Senators permitted to 
speak up to 15 minutes each. 

Who seeks recognition. The Senator 
from Oklahoma. 

f 

REMEMBERING SENATOR CRAIG 
THOMAS 

Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, I got 
a very early phone call from my daugh-
ter in Italy. Of course, their time is 6 
hours ahead of ours, and they heard 
about CRAIG before we did. 

I have listened to some of my col-
leagues talking about CRAIG. You 
know, there are some people you have 
more in common with than others. I 
can recall CRAIG and I both came to the 
House of Representatives about the 
same time. Then we both decided we 
would run for the Senate in 1994. That 
was a decision we made. We talked to 
each other and we decided that that 
would be the best thing for us to do and 
perhaps we would be able to articulate 
our concerns a little bit more. 

He was a marine, I was in the Army. 
We had a lot in common. I think it was 
MITCH MCCONNELL or perhaps HARRY 
REID this morning who talked about 
his calm toughness, his way of express-
ing himself. I have always been very 
envious. I would come down, and I 
would watch CRAIG THOMAS on the 
floor. He would say things as antago-
nistically, as offensively as I would, ex-
cept people loved him when he said it 
and they hated me when I said it. I was 
never able to master that. I watched 
him day after day, month after month, 
and year after year being able to do 
that. 

I think MIKE ENZI is right when he 
said CRAIG THOMAS was the voice of the 
Senate. Let me correct Senator 
MCCONNELL on one thing he said. I 
chaired the Environment and Public 
Works Committee when CRAIG THOMAS 
was on that committee. This morning 
MITCH MCCONNELL said he was as much 
at home on a horse as he was in a com-
mittee meeting. Well, let me correct 
you because he was much more at 

home on a horse than he would be in 
that committee meeting. I can remem-
ber seeing him staring off, and then I 
would go over and visit while some peo-
ple were testifying, perhaps on the 
other side, and he would tell me his 
stories. He was a real cowboy. A lot of 
us ride horses in parades; he was a real 
cowboy and such a great guy. 

Many years ago, I was mayor of 
Tulsa. We had our annual meeting in 
Ketchum, ID. I was flying a plane up 
there, when we were weathered in in 
Saratoga, WY. Saratoga, WY, is a town 
that Lewis & Clark came through at 
the bend of the river. I fell in love with 
that town. For the next 7 years that I 
served in the capacity of being mayor, 
I always purposefully stayed in Sara-
toga, WY. 

I went up to him in the House of Rep-
resentatives in the 1980s, and I said: 
CRAIG, you know when I was in—when 
I would stop, make my stop in Sara-
toga, WY, and stay at the Wolf Hotel— 
I might add, I would stay at the Wolf 
Hotel in the presidential suite; it was 
the only one with a bathroom in it. I 
told him almost everyone I would run 
into on the streets of Saratoga, WY, re-
minded me of CRAIG THOMAS. These are 
salt-of-the-earth people, wonderful peo-
ple, people I learned to dearly love. 

Kay told me this morning, when we 
heard about CRAIG, she said: You prob-
ably forgot this, but when you were in 
voting on the day that we had the 
spouses dinner, that was 2 weeks ago 
today, on Tuesday, I saw him walking 
across the parking lot while I was wait-
ing for you to vote, and he was walking 
a little slower than usual. I said: Hey, 
handsome. And his whole face lit up. 
And he came over and he embraced 
Kay. That is the way that he was to a 
lot of people. So let me say this to 
Peter, Paul, Patrick and Lexie and 
Susan. Susan, you have some people 
you have heard from this morning who 
dearly love you and would love to have 
some way of comforting you. We know 
how difficult it is. We will pray for you, 
for your kids. I have to say this also, I 
do not think it has been said yet about 
CRAIG. 

CRAIG THOMAS was probably the most 
consistent Member of the Senate pray-
er breakfast because he was always 
there. MIKE ENZI knows this because he 
is the chairman now. He was always 
there. I give the Scripture at this 
thing. So we knew that if we did not 
see CRAIG THOMAS anyplace else during 
the week, we would see him at the Sen-
ate Prayer Breakfast. 

The Senate Prayer Breakfast is simi-
lar to a lot of these things. It is based 
on Acts 2:42. Acts 2:42 is the genesis of 
these meetings you do on a regular 
basis. You get together and you do four 
things: eat together, pray together, fel-
lowship together, and talk about the 
precepts of Jesus together. We talked 
about the precepts of Jesus together 
every Wednesday morning. 

That is the comfort I had with CRAIG 
THOMAS. Some people, you wonder if 
they are going to be there. But THOMAS 
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